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MULLEWA DISTRICT HIGH SCHOOL, QUESTIONS 
Statement 

HON FRANK HOUGH (Agricultural) [5.38 pm]:  I rise this evening to speak on an unusual matter, which has 
involved two days and two lots of questions.  If the Government continues to act as it has, it will find its re-
election chances to be very poor.  I have asked questions two days in a row.  The games that have been played I 
thought we played at school.  On the first day I asked a question about a break-in at Mullewa District High 
School.  I should have asked the question of the Minister for Education.  The question was about whether 
students and teachers were being used to clean up a mess.  The answer I received yesterday indicated that the 
police were unaware of any incident and it was not their area.  Today when I asked the question I used the wrong 
date.  I take responsibility for that.  However, I have spoken to all the people involved and everyone knows what 
is going on, including the Department of Education and the Police Service.  I asked whether students and 
teachers were used on 10 October, but I was quite rightly told that 10 October was a Sunday - the day after the 
election.  The incident happened on Sunday evening and was not reported until 7.30 am on Monday, 11 October.   
The question was whether the Department of Education or the school used seven students, of whom I can supply 
names and addresses, and five teachers, of whom I can also supply names and addresses, to clean up between 
9.00 am and 10.30 am on Monday.  I have answered the question.  The answer is yes, they did.  The Government 
has told me that 10 October was a Sunday.  That is fantastic.  I have a calendar at home so I know it was a 
Sunday.  I should not have been so stupid.  I should have looked at my calendar and seen that that date was 
incorrect.  However, I find questionable why the Government is playing ducks and drakes with me.  Why can the 
Government simply not say that the incident happened on Sunday evening but Monday was the clean-up day, 
and yes, teachers and students were used?  The Government should not say that someone came in, walked 
around and had a look at it; that Sunday was 10 October and no-one was at school, and that kids do not go to 
school on Sunday.   
I do not know why there seems to be a big problem with just coming out and saying that seven students and five 
teachers were used to scrape the paint off all the computers that rotten little slimes had poured paint over when 
they just about gutted the school and did $40 000 worth of damage.  The reason I have asked the question is 
because it was all hush hush.  I believe that a cleaning company travelled from Perth and the Department of 
Education sneaked it in and out of the school.  Unfortunately, someone saw the cleaning company employees 
and asked who they were.  I see that a question was answered this evening naming the cleaning company that 
came in.  Obviously, it did not do its job properly, because another seven students and five teachers were used to 
do the job. 
This was not supposed to be a part of my member statement this evening.  It was supposed to be a minor part at 
the end saying that I was disappointed about the students.  The main point of my member statement this evening 
was that in 2003 Mullewa had 33 incidents of vandalism, and this year to date it has had 187.  On Sunday the 
Mullewa high school was broken into and paint and glue were poured over the walls, desks, books and 
computers.  The total damage bill was about $20 000.  The incident took place on 10 October, which is what I 
have been talking about.  At the same time, the doctor’s residence was trashed and items, including his Order of 
Australia medal, were stolen.  That is pathetic.  The youth centre was trashed several times, even as it was being 
refurbished.  They took all the stuff that was being put into the new building.   

Hon Ken Travers:  Why don’t you pass the Young Offenders Amendment Bill, then?  Why can’t we get some 
legislation through this place?  
Hon FRANK HOUGH:  I am finding it hard to speak.  
The PRESIDENT:  Order!  The parliamentary secretary may need to regain his composure shortly.  
Hon FRANK HOUGH:  Thank you, Mr President, I appreciate that. 
Two cars were also stolen.  I can categorically confirm this story, because it came from my wife’s cousin.  She 
was visiting her grand-daughter on Sunday evening, 10 October, a half kilometre from where she lived.  She had 
not gone 30 metres before a great thundering boulder shattered the rear window of the car and frightened the 
living daylights out of her.  The local service station cum deli was burgled at 9.30 pm and $200 worth of 
cigarettes were stolen.  The doors were bolted up, but the little blighters came back at 11.30 pm and had a second 
go, bowling over the windows and causing $1 500 worth of damage.  They also stole some goods.  I have had 
letters galore from the townsfolk of Mullewa, who are extremely concerned.  One of them telephoned me on 
Monday and said that he approached the perpetrators and told them that if they did not return the goods, rather 
than call the police he would employ the bikies from Geraldton.  The little blighters returned $1 800 worth of 
gear to the police station that evening.  They were not frightened of the coppers, but when they thought the 
bikies would be brought in to have a fatherly talk to them, all of a sudden they thought it would be better to 
return the goods.  Mullewa is a small town of 1 200 people, although it suffers a huge number of burglaries.  All 
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the cars at the hospital are in a car park fenced with razor wire.  There is razor wire around the recreation centre 
and the town hall.  This town is located 100 kilometres east of Geraldton in Western Australia.  I cannot believe 
it.  People in Baghdad complain, but they have nothing on what is going on in Mullewa.   
Hon Jim Scott:  How many are being blown up? 
Hon FRANK HOUGH:  I guess that will be the next step.  I do not believe that in Western Australia we should 
have to live in a society like that and put up with that kind of behaviour.  It is totally and utterly unacceptable.  
The people of Mullewa are frightened, annoyed and frustrated.  The magistrate who comes to Mullewa is named 
Michael King.  He gives merit certificates to young offenders if they can keep out of trouble for a couple of 
weeks.  He presided in the Geraldton court the other day.  When a case came up of a young offender who had not 
offended for one month, he stood up, came down from the bench, shook the hand of the young person and asked 
everyone in the court to give him a standing ovation.  He said, “You are a good little boy; we will give you a 
standing ovation.”  This should not happen in this country - giving people merit awards because they have only 
stolen one car and not three this week.  I do not believe this.  It is frustrating, and my heart goes out to those 
people in Mullewa.  In 1988 or 1989 that town had a race riot.  One would hope that it settles down, and that the 
Government moves in very quickly with the Police Service to bring this place under law and order, and make the 
people of Mullewa feel safe in their homes.  
 


